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Identity Statement 
Reference Code IE DA SDH 
Title Archive of St Dympna’s Hospital, Carlow 
Creation Dates 1832-2001 
Level of Description Fonds 

Extent & Medium  106 items 
Context 
Creator St Dympna’s Hospital, Carlow (formerly Carlow District 

Lunatic Asylum, Carlow District Mental Hospital) 
Administrative & 
Biographical History  

Carlow District Lunatic Asylum admitted its first patient on 
7 May 1832 and initially served the counties of Carlow, 
Kildare, Wexford and Kilkenny, and the city of Kilkenny. 
The Asylum District changed twice: in 1852 and 1868, 
asylums opened to cater for Kilkenny and Wexford 
patients, respectively. After 1868 then, Carlow District 
Lunatic Asylum catered only for Carlow and Kildare 
patients. From the enactment of the Local Government 
Act, 1925, Carlow District Lunatic Asylum became known 
as Carlow District Mental Hospital. It became known by its 
current name, St Dympna’s Hospital, in 1958.  

Immediate Source of 
Acquisition 

Deposited by St Dympna’s Hospital in 2014 

Content & Structure 
Scope & Content The collection primarily contains records in bound volume 

format, such as minute books of the management board. 
Minutes generally refer to the admission, discharge and 
death of named patients; staff and financial matters; 
building and improvement works; and correspondence with 
government bodies.  
Patient registers (1832-[1980]) take several forms, and 
content varies slightly. Collectively, the following classes of 
information are recorded about patients: date of 
admission; name; previous abode; place of birth; marital 
status; gender; religious denomination; age; occupation or 
trade; literacy and education; next of kin; Magistrate or 
medical person certifying illness; cause and species of 
illness; duration of illness; previous admissions and 
relapses; discharge and whether recovered, relieved or not 
improved; and death. The burial place of patients is not 
recorded. One register (SDH/002/008) contains 
physicians’ monthly reports and post-mortem reports 
(1852-1864).  

 
1 Note on language: some terminology in this document and the catalogue reflects source records. It 

is acknowledged that some terminology is outmoded. 

 



The collection contains only one case book 
(SDH/008/001), about male patients admitted between 
1906-1907, which contains detailed information about 
medical treatment. Copy letters of the resident medical 
superintendent are preserved in a damp press letter book 
(SDH/007/001, 1892-1910). Regular correspondents 
include Asylum staff, the Board of Control, Registrar of 
Lunacy, solicitors, suppliers and relatives of patients. 

Accruals The collection includes further records similar to those 
currently available for research, which will become eligible 
for public access as restrictions expire. 

Arrangement Records are arranged in sixteen thematic sections: 
Minute books (1832-1912)  
Patient registers (1832-[1980])  
Reports and publications (1844-[2001]) 
Maps and drawings [c 1870-1900] 
Finance (1891-1971) 
Employees (1892-1948) 
Male case book (1906-1915) 
Media ([1909]-1994) 
Miscellaneous (1911-[1980]) 
Provisions and stock records (1939-1982) 
County Manager’s Orders (1942-1960) 
Legislation (1945) 
Diet (1947-1975) 
Farm (1961-1976) 
Photograph (1971) 

Conditions of Access & Use 
Access Conditions Access applications are administered by the Delany 

Archive and are subject to the approval of the Health 
Service Executive (HSE). In general, the following access 
conditions are in place: records regarding individual 
patients shall be available 100 years after date of 
admission; County Manager’s Orders and personnel 
records shall be available 50 years after date of creation; 
and administration records shall be available 30 years 
after date of creation. Queries relating to more recent 
records should be addressed directly to St Dympna’s 
Hospital. Visits to the Delany Archive are by appointment 
with the Archivist and researchers are also subject to the 
Delany Archive’s Access Policy.  

Conditions Governing 
Reproduction  

Reproduction requests should be directed to the Delany 

Archive. Reproduction is subject to the approval of the 

HSE. 

Language/Script of 
Material 

English 

Finding Aids Catalogue 
Allied Materials 
Related Material  None 

 


