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Context 

Administrative & 

Biographical History  

Dr James Doyle (1786-1834) was born near New Ross, 

Co. Wexford. He joined the Augustinian Friars in Co. 

Wexford in 1805 and then studied for a doctorate at 

Coimbra, Portugal (1806-1808). Dr Doyle was ordained to 

the priesthood in 1809 and then taught at Augustinian 

College, New Ross. Dr Doyle held professorships at 

Carlow College between 1813-1819, before being 

appointed Bishop of Kildare & Leighlin in 1819. Dr Doyle 

became known by the acronym ‘JKL’, taken from ‘James of 

Kildare & Leighlin.’ As Bishop, he resided at Old Derrig, 

near Carlow, before moving to Braganza House in the 

town, in 1826. 

Dr Doyle was involved in efforts to improve the Catholic 
position in society, including Catholic Emancipation, which 
was passed in 1829. He was also involved in the Tithe War 
of the 1830s as a leader of nonviolent resistance to tithes. 
Dr Doyle gave evidence on the state of Ireland at 
parliamentary enquiries in London in 1825, 1830 and 1830. 
The period of his episcopate coincided with the 
establishment of the National School system in Ireland 
from 1831, and education is one of many subjects 
discussed in his publications. Many churches were built in 
Kildare & Leighlin during Doyle’s episcopate, including the 
Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow, designed by 
architect Thomas Cobden (1794-1892). Dr Doyle died on 
15 June 1834 and was buried in his new cathedral. 

Immediate Source of 

Acquisition 

Transferred by the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin 

Content & Structure 

Scope & Content Most items in this collection date from Dr Doyle’s 

episcopate. The collection contains a large number of 

letters, both to and from Dr Doyle, with various categories 

of correspondent, often diocesan clergy, members of the 

hierarchy, representatives of the Sacred Congregation for 

the Propagation of the Faith or political figures. Parish 



business, education and politics are frequent topics. The 

collection also contains the texts of sermons; a personal 

rule of life dated 1817 (KL/JKL/00013); Dr Doyle’s 

Diocesan Book dated circa 1820-1831 (KL/JKL/00907); a 

small amount of material regarding the construction of the 

Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow; copies of returns 

describing schools in a large number of Kildare & Leighlin 

parishes for a commission of inquiry into the state of 

education in Ireland, 1824; and letters from a number of 

Kildare & Leighlin parishes in 1827 detailing local schools 

and population statistics. 

Arrangement Items in this collection are catalogued in a largely 

chronological manner. 

Conditions of Access & Use 

Access Conditions Open for research by appointment with the Archivist, 

subject to the Delany Archive’s Access Policy. 

Conditions 

Governing 

Reproduction  

Reproduction is subject to the Delany Archive’s 

Reprographics Policy. 
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